STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

(www.community-council.org.uk/stonehousecommunitycouncil)
Chairman: George Smith, 6 Naismith Court, Stonehouse.  Email: georgepm244@aol.com

Secretary: Robert Freel, 75 Lockhart Street, Stonehouse. Email: robfreel@btinternet.com


MINUTES OF STONEHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING - HELD ON;

MONDAY 16th JANUARY 2012
	Item
	

	1
	MEMBERS PRESENT & APOLOGIES

	
	In attendance

Apologies

G. Smith
R. Craig
W. Mackie
G.Haddow
R Freel
M.Casey
Cllr Holman
Cllr Malloy
Cllrs Campbell and Filshie, and 127 members of the public were in attendance Seventy five 

signed the sederant. Nominated Members B. Grant, S. Montgomery and deputy J. Hewart 
were also present. G. Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked that they wait a few

minutes until the adjacent hall is opened up to accommodate the large number in attendance. 
Chair advised that we normally allow police to provide their report first and given the number
 of people in attendance the normal agenda  would be suspended and we would incorporate 
agenda items as the meeting progressed.


	
	
	

	2
	POLICE REPORT
	Action

	
	Sgt. Elaine Tominlinson and PCs Allan Weir and Paula (? ) attended. G. Smith stated that issues relating to Danmore House would be dealt with later in the meeting and that all in attendance would get the opportunity to speak. The Police Sgt. Reported that the police had received 9 calls dealing with youth disorder, underage drinking etc at the Cross. 18 calls had been received relating to Danmore House, some of which had no criminal element. As a whole, crime figures for the village were down. The suspicious death incident at Brodie Place was being dealt with however officers had been stood down. A range of issues were raised by those attending – anti social behaviour in various streets, Patrickholm Avenue, St. Lawrence Avenue and Ninian’s Place. Issues relating to alcohol and substance misuse were also reported. The Sgt urged people to call, and to keep a note of calls and emails to the police. The Chair said that the CC would seek and urgent meeting with Insp. Munro to raise concerns expressed at the meeting. Chair will organise this. The issues raised around Partickholm avenue  St Lawrence Avenue were all related to housing and this was then discussed under housing policy
	Chair

	3
	HOUSING POLICY
	Action

	
	Numerous concerns were expressed about the allocation of social housing in the village to homeless people, people with substance abuse problems etc. Cllr Campbell & Filshie explained the procedures operated by SLC, and the point was made that the responsibility for the current situation on homeless lay with legislation passed by the Scottish Govt. The Chair asked people to email their MSP Christina McKelvie on this issue as this was the only way the legislation could be changed. Heated discussions on tenants having to live in fear when the housing department just drop someone into their neighbourhood who has substance abuse problems. Questions were asked why local people can’t obtain houses yet people from outside the south Lanarkshire boundaries were obtaining houses.  The use of certain areas for safe houses was also brought up. The process of reporting housing issues and whose responsibility it was to report the matters was also discussed as some tenants were confused as to who to contact.
Councillor Campbell will seek meetings with the housing management to try and discuss this matter. 
	

	4
	SOUTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL
	Action

	4.1
	ALEXANDER HAMILTON PARK
The condition of the park was raised, problems with broken glass, needles, gangs of youths drinking were detailed. CC would take this up with SLC and the Police. It was not all underage drinkers some in the park were older.
	Sect.


	4.2
	ROADS
	

	
	The condition of the roads in the village, and, in particular the number of pot 

Holes was discussed. The Sec. asked for information to be sent to him and he 
would contact SLC
	Sect.

	4.3
	ICF
	

	
	Some Concerns were voiced about the lack of access to PCs in the evening and the cost to the Drama Group for using the facility on a Sunday. G. Smith agreed to raise these and other issues with the manager of the facility.  The recent high winds had caused a few problems with the facility and Cllr Campbell agreed to take up the problem of the insulation debris from the roof of the building which was still lying in nearby gardens. 

	GS
Cllr.

Camp.

	5
	DANMORE HOUSE
	

	
	G. Smith reported on a previous meeting with officials from SLC and , representatives from Danmore House. Attempts had been made to organise a further meeting but,so far, without success. A number of  incidents involving 

Residents of Danmore House were reported by members of the public at the meeting  however in some instances it was not always the residents of Danmore who were at fault. It was stressed that it was important to keep a note of all calls to the police and SLC, and the CC should be copied into emails etc. Members of the public asked if organising a petition would help, they were advised it would do no harm. Members of public would organising a petition. Cllr Campbell would continue to press for a meeting with SLC officials, police and CC.
CC have been seeking information on the use of Danmore house via the Freedom of Information legislation and the number of users has been received. Some of this information was circulated. The community council are still seeking other information and would seek a review of the information just received.
Some local shopkeepers also outlined their problems with residents of Danmore and others who had been housed in the area. 

Heated discussion on this matter continued and chair asked members of public who had attended that if they wished to pass information onto the police they could do so after the meeting.

Chair called the meeting to close.
	Cllr 
Camp.

	
	The meeting closed at 21.10.
The next community council meeting will be Monday 20th February 2012 in Stonehouse Lifestyles at 7.30pm
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